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Abstract:

This research studies the urban growth phenomenon in the villages of
north—east Ramallah, particularly “Silwad, Deir Jarir, Beitin and Al Mazraa
ash Shargiya”. Different research tools were used in this research including
GIS (Arc GIS/ Arc map10.2), Maps, air photos, and field interviews. The
methodology used includes: the historical, descriptive, analytical and
quantitative methodologies.

The study aims to identify the patterns of urban growth prevailing in the
north—eastern villages as one of the indicators of the phenomenon of
urbanization. In addition to monitoring the changes in the urban areas
during different time periods, as well as studying the impact of urban
growth on the shifts in land uses and highlighting the main determinants of

urban growth in the villages of north—east Ramallah.

The study founds many important results of which external migration is one
of the most prominent features in the north—eastern villages, which

contributed greatly to the urban transformations in these villages. Moreover,



the Israeli occupation plays a great role in determining the future and

trends of this phenomenon in the study area.

The study recommendations stress on the need to work on development
plans by municipalities and local councils to limit urban expansion on
agricultural land sites, and to work on land retrieval in the Western regions
of the study area by providing inhabitants with various services and

infrastructure incentives.
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